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We enter the New Year with expectations for self-improvement, high hopes for the blessings we and our loved ones and neighbors 
might enjoy, and a heightened sense of our obligations to G-d, the Jewish community, and the world. Yet many of us will enter 5770 with fear, 
trepidation, and a pervasive sense of insecurity due to the recession and the financial challenges, unemployment, and foreclosures it has wrought. 
It is difficult for many of us to face the New Year with optimism and hope under such circumstances.

Soon we will intone the words of the prayer Unetaneh Tokef…who will be impoverished and who will be enriched…The sense of destiny that 
pervades the first part of this prayer is balanced by the message at its climax, But repentance, prayer, and righteousness avert the severity of the decree. 
Much is beyond our control, yet much remains in our control, including how each of us will respond to the current economic situation.

With this in mind, the members of the Baltimore Board of Rabbis pray that we are all blessed with:

	 • �courage and conviction to live with integrity and honesty in the coming year

	 • �a renewed relationship with G-d (however each of us conceives G-d) to help us see the bigger picture of our lives and to gain insight for the 
decisions we will face in the coming year

	 • �strengthened relationships with our loved ones, friends, and communities, both for the support they offer us and for the support we can 
offer them, in the coming year

	 • �the recognition that even in difficult times we each enjoy a bounty of blessings, so that we can feel gratitude 
in the coming year

• �hope for a better tomorrow, because hope shields us from despair

As we prepare to celebrate the creation of humanity, may we elevate our own humanity by 
recalling that G-d created us little lower than the angels (Psalm 8:5). Let each of us be G-d’s 

partner in the ongoing work of creation. This year that work includes maintaining hope, 
feeling gratitude, and supporting one another.

The Baltimore Board of Rabbis extends its best wishes to the greater Baltimore Jewish 
community for a new year of health, fulfillment, happiness, peace and prosperity.

      L’shanah Tovah Tikateivu
	                 May you and yours be inscribed for  
		                a year of blessing, goodness, and peace.

Rabbi Mitchell Ackerson, LifeBridge Health/Sinai Hospital • Rabbi Elan Adler, Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Moses Montefiore Anshe Emunah - Liberty Jewish Center • Rabbi Geoffrey 
Basik, Kol  Halev Congregation • Rabbi Donald R. Berlin, Emeritus, Temple Oheb Shalom • Rabbi Elizabeth Bolton, Congregation Beit Tikvah • Rabbi Darryl P. Crystal, Har Sinai Congregation • 
Rabbi Jonathan Brown, Beth El Congregation • Rabbi Gustav Buchdahl, Emeritus, Temple Emanuel • Rabbi Andrew Busch, Baltimore Hebrew Congregation • Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin • Rabbi Yaakov 
Chaitovsky, Shoshana S. Cardin Jewish Community High School • Rabbi Steven Fink, President, Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Temple Oheb Shalom • Rabbi Aaron Frank, Beth Tfiloh Community School 
• Rabbi Ari Goldstein, Temple Beth Shalom • Rabbi Jay Goldstein, Beth Israel Congregation • Rabbi David Greenspoon, Beth El Congregation • Rabbi Susan Grossman, Beth Shalom Congregation • 
Rabbi Yocheved Heiligman, Shalom Aleichem Congregation • Rabbi Floyd L. Herman, Emeritus, Har Sinai Congregation • Rabbi Jason Klein, UMBC Hillel • Rabbi Jon Konheim, Beth Am Synagogue 
• Rabbi Ilyse Kramer, Institute For Christian And Jewish Studies • Rabbi Chaim Landau, Treasurer, Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Ner Tamid - Greenspring Valley Synagogue • Rabbi Mark Loeb, Emeritus, 
Beth El  Congregation • Rabbi Michael Meyerstein, Baltimore Board of Rabbis • Rabbi Phil Miller, Jewish Community Center • Rabbi Etan Mintz, Johns Hopkins University Smokler Center for Jewish 
Life • Rabbi Randi Chudakoff Nagel • Rabbi Scott Nagel, Temple Oheb Shalom • Rabbi Joshua Neely, Beth Israel Congregation • Rabbi Jeffrey Orkin, Levindale Hebrew Geriatric Center and Hospital 
• Rabbi Jonathan Avram Panitz, Bolton Street Synagogue • Rabbi Mark J. Panoff, Temple Isaiah • Rabbi Debbie Pine • Rabbi Avram Israel Reisner, Chevrei Tzedek Congregation • Rabbi Gila Ruskin, 
Vice-President, Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Harford Jewish Center • Rabbi Sheila, Russian Mediation for Family and Business Disputes • Rabbi Elissa Sachs-Kohen, Baltimore Hebrew Congregation • 
Rabbi Dana Saroken, Beth El Congregation • Rabbi Amy Scheinerman, Second Vice-President, Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Beth Shalom Congregation of Carroll County • Rabbi Dr. Paul D. Schneider, 
Krieger Schechter Day School of Chizuk Amuno • Rabbi Dr. Tsvi G. Schur, Jewish Hospice & Chaplaincy Services, Jewish Community Services • Rabbi Steven Schwartz, Immediate Past-President, 
Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Beth El Congregation • Rabbi Jerry Seidler, LifeBridge Health • Rabbi Stuart Seltzer, The Shoshana S. Cardin School • Rabbi Ronald Shulman, Chizuk Amuno Congregation • 
Rabbi Ross Singer, Beth Tfiloh Congregation • Rabbi Ruth Smith, University of Maryland Medical System • Rabbi Josh Snyder, Goucher College Hillel • Rabbi Sonya Starr, Columbia Jewish 
Congregation • Rabbi Deborah Wechsler, Secretary, Baltimore Board of Rabbis, Chizuk Amuno Congregation • Rabbi Alan Yuter, B’nai Israel Congregation • Rabbi Joel Zaiman, Emeritus, Chizuk Amuno 
Congregation • Rabbi Lawrence Ziffer, Center for Jewish Education


